Apologetics: How to coach your students
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I. Goals

    A. Ambassador: all Christians
        1. Knowledge: an accurately informed mind
        2. Wisdom: an artful method
        3. Character: an attractive manner

    B. Apologist, Competitor, Student

  1. Preparation of the heart
        2. Preparation of the gospel


  3. Preparation of the person

    C. Coach, Pastor, Parent

  1. Listen to understand


  2. Review to communicate comprehension


  3. Encourage to stimulate growth


  4. Correct to preserve truth

  5. Study to show yourself approved

II. Feedback focus:

    A. The heart
        1. Is it personal or academic?


  2. Is it the presenter or someone else’s card?


  3. Is there an impact on you the coach?

    B. The gospel

  1. Is there understanding of the topic?


  2. Is there appropriate effort?
        3. Is there conviction?

    C. The presentation

  1. Winsome, persuasive, logical, interesting?


  2. Diction, posture, volume, clarity, eyes?

        3. Humility, confidence, joy, gravity, power?
III. Beginners:
    A. Cards
    B. Attention grabber/hook/illustration
    C. State the topic

    D. Road map

    E. Meaning

    F. Significance

    G. Relevance

    H. Sign posting
    I. Call to action
    J. Tieback
    K. Time?
IV. Experienced Presenters

    A. Best passages?

    B. Logic vs. Bible

    C. Sound logic?

    D. Reading too much?

    E. Convincing?

    F. On topic?

    G. Close to 6 minutes

    H. Outside quotes/ balance

     I. Overconfident? Arrogant?

     J. Movements, transitions

    K. Time

V. Coach

    A. Watching

1. Friendly, reassuring, smiling

2. Nod (not off)

    B. Notes

1. Quote them

2. Observe structure

3. Scripture

4. Missing, misquotes, major mistakes

5. Improvements

6. Questions

7. Legible

8. Encouragements

    C. Debrief



1. Prayerful, relational and pastoral



2. Constructive, encouraging, motivating



3. Empathize, reassure



4. Ask questions




a. how do you think that went?




b. did you cover what you wanted?



c. what needs work?




d. where did it work?




e. response of a non believer?


5. Don’t nit pick



6. Young learners, not heretics



7. Help them clarify



8. End positively



9. Give them your notes.
